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Euſtace Budgell Eſq; &c. 


Mr. BupGELL, 


oo R Conduct with Regard to an 
. Honourable Perſon, may juſtify F ub- 
l Remarks on a private Chara- 

Baz Cer; and not only the great Di- 

IÞ tinction of the Miniſter concerned 
RY deſerves ſome Animadverſion, but 

Truth and common Honeſty, the Cauſe of Ci- 

vil Society, requires that Notice, which other- 

wiſe you might not obtain, nor is it in Fact the 

Reputation of a /ing/e Perſon, how great or up- 

right ſoe ver he may be: No, Sir, it is not Sir 

K, 1/7, himſelf waom we are altogether concerned 

to vindicate, but if you can think your ſelf ſafe 

in your Injuſtice againit the moſt poterſul among us, 
who can be ſecure in his Peace or his Fame, who 
can be exempt from injurious Detraction? And 
therefore we owe it to Mankind, we owe it to 

Virtue and our Country, that we vindicate the 

Greateſt againſt Wrongs, which can never be ju- 

ſtiſied, tho done to the meaneſt, 

Pudet hzc opprobria nobis 


E! dici potuiſſ & non pulu'ſſe refelli, 
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Since you have taken the worthy Reſolution 
to injure and aſperſe this Great Maz by all poſli- 
ble Means, you have not been aſhamed to ule the 
loweſt Arts for the Covert of your Falſhood and 
Scurrilities, You have endeavoured by wngentle- 
maniike Reflections to intimidate thoſe who might 
otherwiſe he willing or able to confute you, Your 
Modeſ'y has even ſuggeſted, that all who write 
againſt you are vena! Preſlitutes, abandoned Hire- 
linge, and Party Scriblers, You reprelent your 
ſelf as a Perſon of ſuch great /miortance, that ſe- 
ven Painphl:ts were wrote againſt you in one 
IWeek, that Places ond Money were given to li- 
bel you, that your 702574115 Adverſarivs had the 
om and Hzonefty to tell you themſelves that 
they wrote againſt their Con/ciences, and for I. 
crutive Conſiderations. But really you might as 
well have entertained us with a Hillory of vc 
oton immortal Writings, and in that Caſe I dare 
ſay the Account had been even, if /al/e, malicicus 
and ſcandalous Lien can ballance thoſe IWritings, 
which were owing to Hire, and wrote for Ke- 
ward. 

Sir, you have given us no /orchrrs of theſe n 
ereant Practices which you complain of; be it 
ſo then. We may take your Word; but you need 
not rely upon ours a, There are Recwids, 
which, ſome ſay, arc tl | to he ſeen, if you pleaſe 
to enquire at the Cry Cite, If Viva Voce E. 
vidence ſhould beer. quiſite, his Grace the Duke 
of B=. V. C. Iq; S.. may poſſibly give you 
the moſt ample Y7/7/2414/2/5 you can reaſonably 
aſk, or deſire, 

1 had not ſaid this to Mr. Bude , if he had 
not entertained us with his great Diſcoveries of 
 Profligates and Pre/iiinites. I beg Leave to ob- 
| ſerve, that comme! Liv. 4 have quit as much 


Relation to an hn; Comp a; againſt Sir Ro- 
bert 


SS 


bert Waltole. And pardon me, Mr. Budgell, if, 
in your own delicate Language, I zre/tme to jay 
that I mention theſe Particulars as uot allegelber un- 
worthy your Netice, 

Notwithſtanding your mar Arts and invidious 
Suggeſtions, notwithſtanding thoſe idle, improba- 
ble and rwnſupported Stories, with all the various 
low Attempts, which you and others have pra- 
ctiſed, to diſcredit, to aſperſe and vilify the juſt 
Defence of Sir K. 1. There are thoſe, — a- 
mong them I have the Honour to be one, who 
think it no inglorious Part to do this Great Man 
all the Juſtice in our Power, to bring his Integrity 
before the Judgment of his Country, to prove it 
by every regular Method, and leave it to the 
Teſt of all Reputation, e free O/inion of Man- 
kind, Neither am I afraid, any more than 3. 
ſham, to proceed in fo fair an Undertaking; 
for I do allure Euſlace Budgel! Eſq; I am not to 
be Lied out of my Buthright by the molt e 
lent Genius ever convifted of libell;zio, 

The Truth and Probity of a Publick Miniſter, 
muſt be a publick Intereſt, and being to, is pro- 
per for common Enquiry, whoever thinks fit to 
impeach or maintain it. Wat Right have you 
to aſper/e or calumniate a Fame which others have 
not equal Privilege to car 7 What Authority 
have you to ace and arraigu, which others 
have not to deſen.!? If you had a Commiſſion to 
revile without any Reply, it would be a Defa- 
mation Patent; for nothing is more cruelly de- 
ſamatory than odious Allegations againſt a Man's 
Character, which are not to be tried or examin- 
ed. If then you male/reat me becauſe I am a Mi- 
nitter's Advocate, when you are the Accuſer, 
you ſubſcribe a C of Libeiiing, and incur 
the worlt Infamy by Conſequence. 

Believe 
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Relieve me, Mr. B#4:-!, J ſcorn the little 
Tricks of the Long Rove in Conſtruction of . 
laus Writings, I do not 2 every Thing to be 
ſuch that the Law has been made to cenſure. 
But this I take to be undeniably Libe!ous and In- 
fangs, when Rlen throw out dari and randem 
Hints o viliiy another agtinſt the 774th and E- 
vidence, ol Things, when they gh in Publick 
the moſt vas Concerns, and make ſecret Af— 
{airs ſubſervient to Scandal, which Affairs bear 
no Relation to publick Intereſts. Theſe and o- 
ther e5:% 7aut Terms may fyfficiently deſcribe 

the Thing, I with you may not be 34 of any 
ſuch Procee dings. 

Nor am I fond of Apjcals to the ſecular Arm, 
I do not want the Aflift.nce of Civil Authority, 
My 0e Daelire and Intention is to ſhew the 4 
h:oa of wat you have o advanced. In which 
Caie I make no Doubt your Com will be 
as well known by fair Arguments 2.9ze, as if you 
had graced the 4729/7 Emmence that Pena! Laws 
can preter you to. 

Neither have J herein Expectitions of Sir R. 
I's Favour, ſince as to what I write, I know not 
whether it is even with the leaſt Approbation; 
for being very ſenſible how much he detpiles 
whatever Palhoods are deviſed againſt him, 1 
would not conlult his Diſpoſition on the Mat- 
ter, had I ever lo good Acquaintance with him. 
It is very probable it he was applied to by any 
one, he would forbid the leaſt Attempt againſt 
you. But really I vindicate this Honour able Par- 
an from other Nlotives than private Views, and 
am Peres the leſs to con! nder lits private In- 
clinaticus: Neither is it my Bulincls to offer him 
any e ol tulloime Adulation; I leave that to 
thole : th 1 Hebe. * folly 7rd Con {5 or Ainiſter, brt [0 
flatter en, nor tired from them but to libel 

them, 


a ad Ac. . 
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them. My ſole Intention here is to do this 
Great Man that Juſtice alone, which worid be 
his Due, and which I ought not to deny him, 
even tho' he was my greateſt Enemy. 

I therefore dety and deſpiſe the 776/74 Impu— 
tation of writing for Hire, an Exception ill be- 
coming one of your Profe//ion, and which, I be- 
lieve, tew Men will offer, who have made their 
Way well at the Bar, 

Thoſe who practiſe cx!raordivary Liberties, 
muſt not be ſurprized or ditpleated at NR e 
or Recriminations, Even Poverty, Miifertunes, 
and Calamities will not palliate 7:0, nor the 
moving art Pleas of great Diſhfeſs engage the 
Pity of Mankind, for thu: who tranſgreis the 
Laws of common Humarity. 

Much may be faid, nay, much muſt in Reafon 
be allow'd to the Cale of unhappy Men. Want of 
Liberty, Health or Plenty, to thoſe who have 
largely enjoy'd them all, is a very „ere, a very 
wncertain Trial, A good natured Mind will ac- 
count for much Peeviſbue/s, il! Humour and Contu- 
— in Writing or Speaking, when unfortunate 
Perſons complain. But it ſuch Perſons renounce 
the Candor fo highly becoming their Condition, 
if they take the Advantage of their vory Mi-for- 
tunes to aſperſe and injure other Men; if knowin 
they cannot be more unhappy, they let their Mit- 
chiefs fly at Random, and publiſh thole malicious 
Falſhoods to the World, which they dared not 
have ſaid but within the TTA, of a ; defy- 
ing the Laws becauſe they are exempt from Penal- 
ties, and in a Condition already to bad, that 
hardly any Thing can make it worſe: I! theſe 
are their Practices, what ſhall we fiy of ſuch 
Men? Will Misfortunes plead the Caute of the 
Unjuſt? Will Calamities ditpenſe with Honour 
and Conſcience? Hath Riglt and Wrong a total 

Ditto- 
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Diſſolution within the Ralzs of the Lb Or 
ſhall Men of this Stamp move the Paſtions in 
their Commileration, who againſt the Senſe of 
that Miſery they feel, would be glad to inflict it 
on others? 

You, Mr. Budgell, have us'd all the Arts that 
can move our Aitfeciions for human Nature in 
Diſtreſs. But Mankind are not ſo weak as to be 
enſnar*d by plauſible Harangues and deluſive Com- 
plaints. Complaints which you uſher in to pro- 
tect the molt unjuſt Behaviour; as if Poverty was 
Privilege for the Licenſe of Defamation : And no 
Man ſhould be ſafe in his Perſon or Fame, be- 
cauſe Mr. Budgel! is laid in a Gal, and loaded with 
heavy Misfortunes. 

Sin, you profane the Sanctuary you fly to; for 
Poverty or Misfortunes can only draw the Pity 
of Mankind on thoſe who deſerve a better Fate; 
and is this the Merit to obtain their Pity? Ob- 
loquy, Scandal, and Detraction: Practices deſerv- 
ing Severitics I will not name; whilſt that which 
would otherwiſe move our Compaſſion muſt in 
this Cale raiſe Deteſtation, becauſe it is a Guile 
to cover Injuſtice, and impoſe on the Te:.lernefs of 
human Nature, 

It, as ſome Perſons have taken the extra ordi- 
nary Liberty to ſay, you have been di/ordered in 
vor Senſes, you would then have a better Excuſe 
than the molt neceſſitous Caſe will amount to: 
For Men in the former Condition have a Privilege 
to ſay what they pleaſe, and the World have a 
proper Regard to what they do ſay ; they con- 
ſider it as what it really is, Mudus aud Folly; 
it draws no Reſentment on the D-famer, nor 
does any Injury to the D. fam? 4. But you, Sir, 
who ſtill infiit that your Head is fund, and ſo mo- 
vingly lament that your E/ate is lat, contrary to 


all Equity, employ your Under/tauding to abuſe, 
an 
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and your Poverty to deceive; whereas ſhould 
you give up the Point in Diſpute, no Man would 
blame you, and all Men muſt pity you, ſince 


what they now condemn being then an involun- 
tary Misfortune, owing to the Influence of wan- 
dring Planets, would never be ſtyled a Miſde- 
meanor. 


Mr. Budgell, ; 
When you put your Memorial into his Ma- 
jeſty's Hand, undoubtedly you offered all thoſe 


Complaints you thought proper for his Royal At- 


tention, or entitled to his Gracious Redreſs: Ha- 
ving in this Manner made your Appeal ro the 
laſt Reſort of Juſtice, (a Reſort to which all the 
Subjects of Britain are by their Birth entitled, 
and I hope I ſhall never hear any deny our Right 
to petition the King) I ſay when you had made 
this Appeal, it — ill become you to harargue 
the Populace on this Affair, the Subject Matter 
of your Memorial; it muſt ill become any one 
whilſt he waited for Juſtice from his Prince, to 
bring a Remonſtrance before the People: For 
this was mocking his Judgment, and affronting 
his Character; this was making your Appeal to 
his Majeſty, and aſking the Opinion of the Mul- 
titude ; this was attempting to propagate unfair 
Prejudices, and bringing a Charge dit could 
not be proved, at the flame Time deſerting it in 
the only proper Place, a! a Time when it ought 
to be proved, 

Whether you have publiſhed any Matter con- 
tained in your Memorial, is very much to be 
queſtioned, You have ſolemnly aſſured us that 
you have not: You have very well ſaid, that 
you ſhall wait for the S:gnification of bis Maje- 
ſty's Pleaſure with that Duty that becomes a Loyal 
Subject. You have frequently affirmed that your 

B moſt 
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moſt intimate Friends have not ſeen, nor ſhall ſes 
it, till the King has determined his Opinion, 
And undoubredly you would have us believe 
theſe repeated Aſſeverations. 3 
We find, notwithſtanding all this, that your 
clamorous Letter to the Crafi/man is crammed with 
as violent a Charge againſt Sir R. V. as ever was 
invented or aggravated by the Wit or Wicked- 
neſs of Man. 

You accuſe this Miniſter of conſpiring your Loſs 
of Liberty, nay of plotting againſt your Life, and 
purſuing you even to Deſiruttion, You charge him 


that be ſpirited up your Adverſary to throw you in- 


to Goal, that be confederated with ſo low a Wretch 
as B——e 10 late away your Life; and if that 
Committee of Enquiry, which he himſelf moſt 
heartily promoted, had not come to your timely 
Deliverance, you ſuppoſe that you ſhould have 
been ſacrificed to this bloody-minded Miniſter. 
You {till proceed more extraordinary Lengths, 
it is no great Rarity to abuſe Sir R. W. tho' you, 
Sir, have finiſhed the Portrait of a wicked Mini- 
er, and touched thoſe Maſter/trokes, which all 
the Artiſts of our Age have hitherto been un- 
equal to, But yet you even go beyond this, 
You reflect on the Juſtice of the High Court of 
Chancery, the 1;egrity of its Judges, and the 
Equity of its Orders. You repreſent, that either 
the Lord Chancellor, or preſent Maſter of the Rolls, 
would not ſuſfer an Account to be balanced, on 


one Article of wkich you lojt your Liberty, Youſay 


they refuſed it, tho* you often required it, and 
draw the Integrity of thoſe learned and honoura- 
ble Perſons in ation, whoſe Truth, whoſe 
Candour, and unbiaſſed Integrity are juſtly and 


worthily acknowledged by all Mankind ; nor 
were ever impeached by any till Mr, Budgell im- 
mortalized 


g— — 
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mortalized his Fame for Wit and Honeſty in li- 
belling the Courts of Judicature. | 

As to theſe two ſeveral Complaints, the one 
againſt Sir R. 's. Cruelty, the other againſt my 

ard Chancellor King, or Sir Joſeph Fekyll (I know 
not which, for it lays between them) an Accuſa- 
tion of Injuſtice; the firſt of theſe being Miniſte- 
rial, is proper for the Ear of the King; as the 
latter being merely Judicial, belongs for Redreſs 
to the Lords in Parliament. | 

Concerning his /aft I ſhall not dwell longer 
upon it: 

But the firſt is moſt certainly a Matter of greateſt 
Conſequence, and demands immediate Conſide- 
ration, 

It is in Mr. Budgellis Memorial, or it is not; if 
not, it ought to have been there; and not being 
there, is fit for no other Place. 

If this Accuſation is in the Memorial, then has 
Mr. Budgell incurred the heavy Cenſure due to 
that Man, who makes a Remonſtrance to the 
Populace, whilſt his Appeal to his Prince re- 
mains unexamined, and ought to be proved, 

If, as I have faid, it is not in the Memorial, 
then it ought not to have been mentioned at all. 
For being inſinuated by artful Hints, and with 
ſity Reſervations, it is only intended to blacken and 
to vilify this great Man's Reputation, Such a 
Charge ought never to be o_— but when it is 
to be proved. And how will Mr. Budgell prove 
it from the Preſs? What are his Vouchers? Where 
are his Evidences? How ſhall we confront or croſs 
examine them? And will a Man dare to make ſuch 
an Attack upon the Fame of a Miniſter, without 
the leaſt Intention to juſtify the Charge! Will he 
look to Heaven and pray for Mercy? Will he 
turn to Men and ſue af 4+ Whilſt he pro- 
ceeds in ſuch W ice and — 
1 , f 2 ' | 4 
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Mr. Budge! will ly, to be ſure, this Charge i 
; 


not in his Memorial; if it is, it belies (in the 
moſt ſhocking Manner) all his former ſolemn 
Declarations: And if it is not, why is it not? 
Will he have the Modeſty to make us believe 
he ſpar'd any Charge againſt Sir R. W. which he 
could prove or maintain? Will he | ger us, 
that his Tenderneſs ſuppreſs'd this Part of his 
Grievances, in his Complaint to the King ? If ſo, 
What produc'd it in his Letter to the Crafi/man ? 
Can he prove it better to that Author, than he 
can to the ſacred Name I have mention'd ? Or, 
why has he treſpaſs'd on Majeſty after this Man- 
ner, that when he apply'd to his Prince againſt 
a Miniſter, and ought to have put all his Grie- 
vances into the Complaint, he reſerv'd the black- 
eſt Pretence he — alledge, and apply'd it to 
another Purpoſe; apply'd it to enflame the Rab- 
ble ; depriving the King of a proper Occaſion 
to examine the moſt horrid Charge of Oppreſ- 

on, that ever was exhibited againſt a Briti/b Mi- 
niſter ? 

Theſe are Matters, Sir, which ought to be an- 
ſwer'd, and [nfamy will lie at your Door, if you 
do not clear them to publick Satisfaction. 

Do you not fay, That in caſe a Miniſter thus 
. employs bis Authority to ſuch a Purpoſe, the King 
will let ſuch a Miniſter know, bow he ought to em- 
ploy it to better Purpoſes ? 

Yer charging this Miniſter with theſe oppreſ- 
five Crimes, you have not even made them known 
to the King, that he might reform and redreſs 
them; a Duty you ow'd your Fellow - Subjects, 
who muſt be as liable ro Gppreſſion as yourſelf, 
which Oppreſſion, if it hath really been your own 
Caſe, you ought by all poſſible Means to pre- 
vent it, with Regard to others, 


Prove 
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Prove this Paint only, 1— need do no more, 


you need go no further. Nothing can be a more 
heinous Iniquity, a more aggravated Wickedneſs, 
than an Attempt upon your Life, a Combination 
with a Creditor to impriſon, and with a Goaler to 
murder you, 

Make this appear to the Satisfaction of Man- 
kind, we will believe all the reſt, tbe worſt Things 
you can ſay againſt Sir R. W. 

But in order to make it appear, ſhew us like- 
wiſe, What be inſluenc d your Bail to ſurrender you z 
for you tell us, That you went to Priſon is 
Diſcharge of your Bail, Now, if your Bail had 
thought fit to have truſted you longer at large, 
your Creditor could not have put you in Gaol, 
nor could you have fear'd a mercileſs Gaoler, 

If you do not prove this great, this grievous 
Oppreſſion, pray what hall we ſay of you Who 
alarm the World with what you dare not bring 
to the Teſt of Enquiry, and which you are a- 
fraid ſhould be examin'd, tho' under the View 
of a moſt impartial and indulgent Judge, the 
Prince of whom we ſpeak. 

If, as you pretend, you would venture your 
Life, and ſacrifice your Blood, to prove the Charge 
againſt Sir R. W. Why do you not offer ſome 
How of Proof ? for even the ſmalleſt will ſhew 
a Diſpoſition to prove what you aſſert, Does it 
well conſiſt or agree with ſuch daring Declara- 
tions, ſuch ſturdy Defiances as you have made, 
that you would give up your Life in this — 4 
you fail'd in the Proc; I ſay, does it co n 
with ſuch 92 — to make this /neak- 
ing, this /ouffling Prevarication in the Cloſe, that, 
in your preſent Situation, you are in ſome Doubt, 
whether, with any tolerable Aſſurance of Impunity, 
you may venture 10 mention, even the moſt plain, > 6 
moſt notorious, and undeniable Fats ? 
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How then could you venture to mention the 
moſt incredible, horrid, and aſtoniſhing Charge thar 
ever was heard of, and yet fear to mention the 
moſt plain, the moſt notorious, and undeniable 
Facts? . 

Sir, I: hath been your peculiar Mifortune long, 
very long, to be often embroi”d, on Account of 
Productions, call'd Libels; and whether the Me- 
mory of former Proceedings againſt you may in- 
ſpire your Diſtruſt of Impunity, I cannot deter- 
mine: But you have this on your Side; you 
have at leaſt one Security, that Fines and Impri- 
priſonment cannot poſſibly affect you, for you are 
in Confinement already. What is it then you have 
to fear? Ir is not High Treaſon to 2 the Truth 
againſt Sir R. . Even Scandalum Magnatun: 
cannot be your Terror, You are lodp?d, Youare 
already beyond its Reach, 

Now therefore, ſince neither your Life or Li- 
berty, your Lands or Goods, can any ways ſuf— 
fer by your Oppoſition to this great and boron 
able Perſon, mighty and powerful we allow him 


to be: What have you to fear? What is it you” 


are any ways alarm'd at? for Providence hath 
happily ind-mnified your Ears by aboliſhing the 
Court of Star-Chamber, a Blefling that ought to 
be acknowledg'd. | 

It is a poor, a wretched Artifice, that you can 
have any Puniſhment to fear? Do you write to 
an Author call'd the CRAFTSMAN, and yet 
ſuſpect that Gentleman may be puniſ#d for libellin 
Sir R. V. You will certainly give pregnant Proofs 
ot diſorder'd Intellectuali, if you write and reaſon 
at this Rate, | 

I would gladly behold you enter the Liſts 
with your Evidence; I very much want to hear 
what you can prove; but, alas! you are afraid 


to prove any Thing. And, Why afraid ? "oy 
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bf your Life, ſurely. It ſeems you was neyer 
reatly enamour'd with Life, and leſs than ever 
of late, What then are you afraid of ? Why, of the 
Truth, moſt undoubtedly, A Man, who has. no- 
thing in Life to loſe, can have nothing but Truth 
a. | En a 
It is only Heroick Rant in your Speeches and 
Pamphlets, that you will freely ſubmit to the ,- 
vereſt Puniſhment, even to Death itſelf, if you 
do not prove your Charge. In your Caſe, ng 
legal Puniſhment can poſſibly affect you ; and the 
Kine bimſelf has no Power on your Life, be your 

Wrongs what they will to Sir K. V. 

It is therefore trifling with Majeſty to talk cf 
the Puniſhment you hazard. It is equally ridicu- 
lous to inſinuate that this Affair can end in your 
Deſtruction, | 
No, Mr. Budgell; the Great Man you abuſe, 
was never the revengeful, the oppreſſive, or vin- 
ditive Miniſter that you inſinuate : The whole 
Tenor of his Life, the Opinion of all Men, his 
Uſage of his Enemies, and the Lenity he ſhews 
to Oppoſition ; all theſe are againſt you; all 
theſe will confute you: Tho? if Cruelty was in 
his Nature, he would ſcorn to ſtoop fo lo, as to 
prey upon you: He acts from nobler Principles; 
and whatever }/rongs you have done him, I dare 
ſtake my Reputation on this Point, he will ſuffer 
you to enjoy your own Wretchedneſs in Quiet, with- 
out the leaſt Moleſtation from his Reſentments. 

You lay ſome Degrees of Streſs on Sir R. Vis 

Proceedings againſt the late Lord Bolingbroke : 
And you obſerve this Great Man did not im- 
cach that noble Perſon in the Zenith of his Pow- 
er. You do not conſider that the Lene of Com- 
mons are the only impeaching Voice, which great 
Aſſembly abſolv'd Lord B. during his Time of 


Power, Sir R. V. would willingly enough hove 
impeach' 


E) 
impeach'd that Miniſter, even in his Zenith, had } 
it been practicable; yet, becauſe he could not 


. impeach him, did he ceaſe to accuſe him? No, 
Sir ; He openly, and undiſguiſedly charg'd him, 
in a private Capacity, with thoſe Crimes which 
were afterwards proſecuted in a more publick Man- 
ner. And tho? he could not at firſt combat a 
Miniſter, who had the whole Evidence in his own 
Hands, yet he did not accuſe him at Random of 
Conſpiracies to murder, with any ſuch dark Hints, 
as you practiſe: He bravely oppos'd and accus'd 
him, nor ever was afraid to join Iſſue with that 
Lord on any Enquiry whatever. Far different 
from you, Mr, Budgel!, who fly from Evidence, 
and fear Examinations. 

I ſpeak it with great Concern and Commiſeration 
of your Perſon, that how little Diſtance ſoever 
there was formerly, between Sir R. W. and Eu- 
face Budgell, Eſq; You have now made that Di- 
ſtance ſo wide, by the Malice, the Madneſs, and 
Folly of theſe your Proceedings, that you are in- 
finitely more remov'd from him than a Goal can 
be from a Palace. | | 

I am ſorry when I view the little Regard that 
you have for Truth, thro* the whole Tenor of 
your Pamphlet. Your confident Aſſurances that 
he wrote thoſe Queries in the Britiſh Journal; yes, 
you knew it as certainly, as if you had ſtood by 
im when they were writing. Your equally bold 
Infinuation, that he wrote that Paragraph, which 
ſo much enflam'd you in the S. James, Evening 
Poſt, with your extravagant Aſeveration, that 
the laſt was a Penſion Paper, ſupported by Two 
Hundred Pounds per Annum from the Treaſury, 
and circulated gratis all the Kingdom over by 
the ſame Direction and Expence. 5 

I think there never were more glaring· Inſtan - 


ces of an uncautious, unconcerned Diſpoſition, 


in 
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iq: Relation to the Truth of Facts. As to the 
wveries in the Britiſh Journal, I procur'd them 
to be inſerted my/elf, at a Time when I had not 
ſeen Sir R. W. in any Place whatever, above 
Ive or fix Times, in the whole Courſe of my 
Life ; and had ſo little Communication with him, 
that I da ſolemnly affirm, he never knew from 
me, nor I believe from any one, that I was the 
1 Author of thoſe particular Queries, ay 
further declare, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, that 
never heard the leaſt Mention of Mr. Budgell, or 
his Affairs, from this Great Man, by any Means 
whatever; neither have I at any Time concern'd 
myſelf in Mr. Budgell's Character or Conduct, 
by the Privity, Conſent, or with the knotwn, or 
even /uppeſed Approbation of the Honcurable Per- 
ſon above-mention'd, Now, becauſe I privately 
imagin'd Mr. Budgell had a Share in the Libels of 
the Times on his Majeſty's Adminiſtration, an 
propoyd it as a pron, which the Perſon I 
apply'd to could eaſily have contradifted, had he 
thought it convenient : This too at a Time, when 
r. Budgell was ſolliciting Favours at Court, or at 
leaſt making every Advance to ſollicit ſuch Fa- 
vours. Add to this, that I concluded they muſt 
be more than common Favours, which the Writer 
of Particular InveZives muſt merit of the King; 
an Expreſſion ſpoken with a Seer, and not with 
a Menace; for I thought it a Reflection on Com- 
mön Senſe, that any Man ſhould join the moſt 
virulent Oppoſition againſt a Court, and yet at 
the ſame Time expect Preferment in it. Now, I 


tay, becauſe theſe Queſtions were af#d in this 


anner, from a View to thew the Fully of ſuch 
Expectations under ſuch a Circumſtance ; there- 
fore Mr. Budzell interprets more than common Fa- 


vours to be expreſly meant and intended for moſt 


un parallelld Cruelties; a Conſtruction, which he 
| C makes 
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makes, by I know not what Figure of Speech 
of Rule in Language, and Expreſſion, | 

If I may appeal to the Thoughts of my own 
Heart, I never entertain'd, in Regard to .Mr, 
Budgell, the leaſt Conception that had = View 
to Menace, or the leaſt View that had a Tenden- 
cy to Cruelty, And I do conceive, that if Mr, 
Budgell had any Kind of Evidence to prove him- 
ſelf oppreſs*d, he could not torture Words, and 
rack Italick Characters, to confeſs ſuch borrid and 
inhuman Deſigns againſt him. | 

If he had not libell'd the Adminiſtration, as 
I ſuſpected he had, it was as eaſy for him then 
to have aſſerted the Negative, as at this preſent 
Juncture; and bis Neglect, together with the 
Craftſman's Silence, for near two Years together, 
juſtly confirm'd that Suſpicion in many, till Mr, 
Budgell was ſo lately pleas'd to remove it. 

As to his Reflections upon me, that be never 
eſteem'd me an Author of the firſt Claſs, it makes 
me ſo little uneaſy, I ſhall only return it by this 
Obſervation ; That if Authors of that Claſs had 
ever been ſo charilable as to have lent me their 
Writings and their Fame, I might alſo have been 
reckon'd among the inet Writers of the Age, as 
well as ſome incomparalle Perſons, who need not 
be mention'd to be known, 

And now, Sir, give me leave to obſerve, on 
the Matter relating to St. James Evening Poſt, 
It is a Paper, wherein I have ſufficient Authority 
to ſay, the Government never had any Concern, 
nor the Treaſury ever gave the leſt Encourage- 
ment to it, And whereas you have ſo roundly 
aſſerted the contrary, try this Point with me if 
you dre to ſtake your Veracity in any Thing 
where £Avidence is to be had. 

Your firſt Objeftion to the Paragraph rela- 
ting to you in the S/. James's Evening Poſt, 

| 0 


0 » ) 


ſo very ſingular, I cannot but chuſe to. trap» 
ſcribe ir, | | Shs 

On Tueſday laſt one Mr. Budgell.] I baue not 
lived ſo very obſcurely, as to deſerve being deſeribed 
by the Polite Phraſe of one Mr. Budgell. | 

Sir, If you had paid for a Paragraph in that 
Paper, as you have often done in oth-ri, it would 
then have run in a more pompous Style. I ima- 
gine, viz, On Tueſday af, Euſtace Budgell, Eſg; 
'@ near Relation of the late Mr. Secretary Addiſon, 
and well known by his Excellent Perf@&rmances in 
_ tbe Spectators, Guardians, and other immortal 
Writings “. 

You ſee now the Reaſon why you loſt your 
Titles, and therefore you muſt give all the Pa- 
pers a retaining Fee, to inſert them as Qccaſign 
requires. I know no other Means to preſerve 
your Dignity ; and this you have lately praftiyd 
with good Succels, * 

Formerly, indeed, you met with an anſfriendiy 
Accident from a Biller of the Quill, I mean que 
Mr, Miſt ; I humbly ask the honourable Gentle- 
man's Pardon, he was Nathanae! Miſt, Eſqz 4 
near Relation of the preſent worthy Mr. Fog, and 
well known for his Excellent Performances in the 
Weekly Journals, and other Important Writings, 

I hope we ſhall all learn in Time how to ſpeak 
politely of Great Authors, | 

This facetious Perſon, as I was going to re- 
mind you, received a ſplendid Deſcription of 

our own compoſing, relating, in a marvellors 
* whos the — 2 Entertainment you pre- 
jou for the Kizzzg, on your own Eſtate in his 

oyal Progreſs to New- Market and Cambridge. 

Which Deſcription, it fully appears, he was 
very honourably paid to inſert; and which many 


* See the Craſ ſnan, Miſi's Journal, and all the Daily Pa- 
pers, when his Majeity went to New- Atarket, in April 1727. 
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of the Daly and Werkly Papers did really in- 

ſert for ready Money: Rut becauſe Mr. Budgell 

had ſcemed to ſhew ſome Duty and Honour to his 

| Majeſty, therefore the worthy Journaliſt claps in 

the learned Account of this Affair among the 

common Advertiſements, and thereby 2 the 
& 


World to underſtand, that Euſtace Budgell, Eſq;: 
was become a mere Poacher for Reputation, had 
paid Money himſelf for the Publication of his 
own extraordinary Merits. | 
After this I hope never to hear more, that the 
Friends of the Miniſtry «write for Hire, when their 
Enemies pay for their o:on inſignificant oftentatious 
anit y. "SIA 
The Managers of that worthy Journal alſo in- 
ſerted the following ridiculous 223 concerning 
a Perſon of no leis Importance than Mr. Budgeli 


Arra Sir, Berkſhire, April 25, 1727. 
Am by my Sboul after being out of Patience to 
bear my Couſin Budgell talk in the Daily Poſt, 
that comes out Yeſterday, of an Eſtate of bis in Hert- 
fordſhire, three Quarters of a Mile, all along by the 
Side of a Road Faith, waching from one End to 
totber now Now then, by Chrieſt, I have 
in Berkſhire 4s good an Eſtate as Coufin Budgell 
bave in Hertfordſhire, and it lying all the Road, 
and upon the Highway Faith.——— bad a Perſon 
of great Quality, with four Coaches and ſix Horſes 
all a Foot, with fix Chairman all in a Coach, be- 
ſides a great many Footſoldiers on Horſeback. All 
went tbro my Eſtate for 30 Miles together, and the 
Some of them had eaten very heartily at Dinner, they 
condeſcended to eat nothing with me, 
Arra I am, dear Sir, 
Yours, Marr. LackrLanDp. 


And 


= ESE , on de 


much Abuſe againſt Sir Robert 


forgiven” him; and that 
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And now, Sir, after all theſe Affronts offered 
to Mr, Budgell for a little Reſpett and Duty ſhewn 
to the King his lauful Sovereign, what may we 
conceive has reconciled him to theſe il/utriogs 
Journaliſts, 

Nothing in the World, ou Honour, bur 
57 


alpole, 
So that even ſo criminal an Action as Duty and 


Reſpeft to his Majeſty, is, it ſeems, to be commu- 


ted by that all atoring Virtue, Malice and Scurri- 
lity againſt his principal Miniſter, 
No what may be the 8 of this? 

Why, Mr. Fog prints Mr. Budgell's Paragraphs 
in Places more diitinguiſhed than any in the Jour- 
nal. They are not now placed in pitiful Corners 
among the common Advertiſements. 

Thrice happy Mr. wy It ſeems his Sins are 

aper which libelled botb 
ther Mijeſties, hath ſung Te Deum for his Conyer- 
on to their Cauſe, 

Nay, it has alſo given Place to his Speech at 

Court, with this extraordinary Teſtimonial, that 
he ſpoke it in a very modeſt and graceful Man- 
ner. 
That Speech contains a Complaint, that he 
had not obtained a private Audience of his Maje- 
ſty, tho' he had expected that one ſhould be 
zranted him for more than a Year and a half. 
Bur Mr. Budgell ſhould have remembred his old 
approved Maxim, that if tbe Mountain will not 
come to Mahomet, Mahomet muſt go ts the Moun- 
tain, 

As to the Matter ſo much inſiſted on, that an 
Engliſh Gentleman is not to be denied a private 
Audience of the King, great Doclors have fre- 
quently differed, All agree they have a Right 
to petition the King; there are none deny t 
a very medef? and graceful Perſon may addrefs his 

EE? Majeſty 
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Majeſty at his Levee ; but is every Engliſb Gentle« 
man entitled ro break in upon his Majeſty's Pri 
vacy? | 

Then as to that Special Plea, Mr, Budgell's for- 
mer Publick Employment; did that Employment, 
which was in the Kingdom of Ireland, ever en- 
title him to more than ordinary Acceſs at St. 

ames's; beſides, they who remember what 
Place he had, do alſo remember how he loft it : 
And certain other remarkable Afﬀairs well wor- 
thy af a Memorandum, | 

By this —_ of Reaſoning the King of Great 
Britain is by Office a Slave to every Intruder, to 
every little guondam Secretary. Nor can he have 
any Howe of Receſs from publick Affairs, if Gen- 
tlemen pleaſe to inſiſt upon private Audience. 

If any one may demand a Private Audience as 
an Engliſh Gentleman, all have equal Right by the 
ſame Rule in Reaſon; and the King may ar laſt 
want a Private Minute for himſelf, nor perhaps 


know how to obtain it. 


Sir, 

I have thus diverted my ſelf with a little Plea- 
ſantry, I begin to be a little more ſerious, 
And now, Mr. Budgell, we will further conſider 
that ſolemn Art of Controverly which you have 
practiced, the terrible Infinuation of cruel Deſigns, 
and oppreſſive Proceedings againſt you, 

Through your whole Pamphlet you extort and 
wreſt every Thing into ſuch Meanings, as border 
on Severity and Hardſhip ; ready to catch at eve- 
ry Thing in this Way, you have candidly con- 
ſtrued a fooliſh Sneer in the St. James Evenings 
Poſt Yo ſerve the ſame End. That Paper — 
the Liberty to ſay, you was ſafely conducted from 
Court, home to your Family, Nothing moſt cer- 
tainly could be ſo mean and contemptible as this 

ridicu- 


uing- 


took 
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ridiculous Paſſage, But who would interpret it 
as you do, that you was ſent home by a File of 
of Muſqueteers, or at leaſt by the Yeomen of the 
Guard? No, Sir, all that know your preſent 
Confinement, and the Circumſtances of ſo impor- 
tant a Perſon can be no Secret with the Publick, 
All I ſay imagined, as well they might, that the 
Officer png your Perſon, enlarged by a 
Day-Rule, ſafely conducted you home to your 
Quarters, the Rules of the Fleet- Priſon. 

You are ſo very induſtrious to make us imagine 
you are under Perſecution and Oppreſſion, that you 
even inſinuate you waited on the King at the * Pe- 
ril and — of your Life, % Who would not 
« think by this Suggeſtion that a Parcel of A 
& ſins were commiſſioned to murder, or at leaſt to 
& baſlinado you. I confeſs I was a little moved 
© to ſee ſuch a Falſhood advanced in ſuch a 
« Manner, in a Letter which by the Title we are 
« aſſured comes from Mr, Budsell, becauſe I 
« humbly conceive it contains an high Reflecti- 
« on upon his Majeſty himſelf, All good Princes 
« have ever lent a gracious Ear to the Com- 
« plaints of their Subjects; nor do I remember 
© to have heard of any Prince ſo cruel, as to let 
« Aſſaſſins demoliſh one of his poor Subjects, wha 
« came to acquaint him with what he conceived 
« it was neceſſary he ſhould know”, Thus, Sir, 
you ſee how your own Charge of reflefing on 
Majeſty is juſtly retorted upon you, and in your 
own Words, with very lite Variation. 

But granting this Paragraph in the St. James's 
Evcning- Poſt to be ever ſo wretched and fooliſh, 
as I mult ſincerely own I am no Advocate for it, 
why, Mr. Budgell, mult it be fixed on Sir R. #, 


Compare Mr. Budgeii's Letter . 23, and 24, with 
what follaws. 


Can 


24 1 
Can you be ſo weak as to ſurmiſe, that a Mini- 
ſter of his Employments and latge Share of Bu- . 
ſineſs, has Leiſure for ſo idle a Work as to libel 
a Reptile of an Enemy? Or are there no Perſons 
to write Paragraphs in that Paper, but a Gentle- 
man of his Diſtinftion? Why muſt all the Para- { 

raphs writ againſt you, be writ by Sir R. V. ' 
e you will take it ill that I inſinuate, the l 
Paragraphs writ for you, were writ by you: An 
yer I have better Evidence of this Kind, than 
you can have of the other. They were paid for as 
Advertiſements, nay one of them printed amen 
Advertiſements. And who, I beſeech you, will a 
pay for the Inſertion of Encomiums on you, but 
your own dear ſelf? | 

Will all Men of Senſe conclude from the low , 

Arts you have recurred to in theſe your Invectives | 
againſt Sir R. V. that you have no other Me- 

thods to accuſe him but the old Strain of libelling. 
Heaven preſerve you from the old C:nſoquences, ; 

You ſay p. 28.) „ That without the leaſt Pain , 

« t& your lelf, you will do Sir R. V. one Piece 
« of Juſtice, This great Man has often com- 
& plained that the Charges brought againſt him ; 
« were in too general Terms; and you ſay, you 
« you muſt ingenuouſly own, that you do think J 
« he has ſometimes made his Complaint with a 
« great deal of Reaſon. —— Ard you do think 
« that no Man ought to be accuſed, and much 
« leſs reputed guilty, who cannot be charged 
« with particular Facts“. 

And yet you have the Modeſty and Conſiſtency, 
notwithſtanding this ſpecious 8 this 
I laiſille and fraudulent Acknowledgment ; I ſay, 
you are ſo very ca/iſteit, that you have not at- 
ac ng even to eve one particular Fatt. 

ou fay, you was once Sir R. Ves Friend, 
when be was ſtruggling with & very great, and a a 
| very; ' 
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very able Man, I ſuppole you mean a Noble Earl, 
Miniſter in the laſt Reign, who has long ſince 
been with his Fathers. 

But do you remember in all that S:ruggle, that 
this honourable Perſon ever ſibell d the Great Man 


' we ſpeak of, ever abus'd him to his Royal M- 


fter, or to the Publick, with general Accuſations, 
unſupported Improbabilities, dark Hints, or random 
Inſinuations? 

No, Sir, he had the Pleaſure to Juppreſs all ſuch 
Attempts of this Nature as were offered to his 
Approbation, and never made his Appeals to the 
Populace againſt that Miniſter on any Account, 
but in the Defence of his own Reputation. 

' Whereas you have publiſhed a Six Penny Pam- 
hler againſt him upon Six Lines, which accord- 
to the utmoſt Probability he never ſaw till in 
Print, nor are you able to prove the contrary, 
aſperſing him as the Author, and libelling him 
with what you are not able to prove, tho' of the 
moſt extraordinary Nature. 

Did Sir R.W. ever offer his Life, bis deareſt 
Blood, to prove an Accuſation againſt any Man, 
and afterwards fly from the Charge with a ame- 
ful Excuſe, that he was afraid to mention the 
moſt plain, the moſt notorious and undeniable Fatt? 

And yet your great Modeſty ſtill inſiſts that you 
are one of the moſt 2 and generous Enemies that 
ever any Great Man had, of which it becomes ne- 
eeſſary you can ſatisfy the Publick by the moſt 
evident and undeniable Proofs. 

Indeed it has become very neceſſary, and upon 
my Word you have abundantly fatisfied the Pub- 
lick. You have ſhewed your ſelf an open and ge- 
xerous Enemy, by evident and undeniable Proofs, 
by charging bim with procuring your Impriſonment, 
and yet owning, that you ſurrendred your aq 
Diſcharge of your Bail, by 3 him of a - e- 

gu 
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gn to murder you, and ſuſpecting him as capa 
ble 


of Aſſaſſination againſt you, by advancing 
theſe, << — * Allegations, by offering 
to ſeal them with your Blood, and yet owning your 
ſelf afraid to prove them. 

Sir, you are the er Enemy againſt a 
Miniſter, that the Annals of Engliſh Hiftory can 
ſhew, one only excepted: I mean Jobn Felton of 
immortal Memory; and how long even Felton's 
Generoſity may be an Exception to yours, I pro- 
feſs I am nor able to determine. 

The Publick indeed are fatisfied with evident 
and undeniable Proofs of an open and generous Ene- 
my. What others can you produce, unleſs you 
ſhould fab that Perſon, whoſe Reputation you 
would murder ? 

If any are aſtoniſhed and ftartled at this, if hu- 
man Nature recoils at the Thought, let them con- 
ſider whether Sir R. V. is more to be ſuſpected 
of Murder and Aſſaſſination, than Mr. Budgell, 

Such Meaſure, Mr. Budgell, as you mete unte 
others, ſuch ſhall others mete unto you. 
0 7 ſaid a great Authority, divine Inſpiration it 
elf: | 
And I am of Opinion it is Juſtice, 

You boaſt of /inal! Obligations done to Sir R. V. 
What were they? I ſuppoſe you have bowed at bis 
Levee, you have whiſtered in his Ear, praiſed his 
Piftures, and done him other ſuch important Ser- 
Vices, 

This Great Man is undoubtedly the moſt obliged 
Humble Servant in the World, ether all that 


are pleaſed to ſtyle a Miniſter of State under ſmall 
Obligations, are entitled to his Favours, better Ca- 
ſuiſts, are proper to determine; only this I may 
venture to obſerve, there is not one of thoſe ob- 
ſequious Multitude that throw their Civil Grin A 
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his Face at a Lever, but think they have highly 
wig Sir R. . 
ILam extremely delighted with your pious Re- 
ſolution, to do nothing contary to Honour, I con- 
gratulate you on its prodigious Ejfefts, I muſt on 
with you, Sir R. V. is not in the leaſt obliged to 
you for this Reſolution, becauſe in Reality you have 
not kept it in any one Inſtance, ſo very cautious 
are you of obliging this Honourable Perſon, ſince 
you have been pleaſed thus bravely to declare 
your ſelf his , open and generous Enemy, _ 
You have advanced another extraordinary 


. Complaint, that under the /pecious Maſque of an 


Execution, you had your very private Letters and 
Writings taken from you, and loſt ſuch Papers, as 
however trifling they may ſeem to thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of them, you would not have parted 
with for 10001, | 

And you add, that in more than one Inſtance 
you have been treated with greater Severity than 
ever any Engliſhman was before in the like Cir- 
cumſtances, 

I ſuppoſe, Mr. Budge!!, you have not the Good- 
neſs to ſuggeſt this againſt Sir R. V. If you ſuf- 
fered an Execution on your Goods, how can he 
help it? What Relation has this to an bumble 
Complaint to the King againſt a Miniſter of State ? 

I know a certain worthy and ingenious Perſon 
who makes a» Complaint of the ſame Kind, It is 
one Mr. P—. I pray Forgiveneſs, it is —— 
Pa. Eſq; 4 Gentleman well known for bis excel- 
lent Writings on the Boards of the Mall, and other 
Publick Places. 

This very important Gentleman laments with 
Tears in his Eyes, that he was wickedly ſet upon 
with a felonious Intention, and Papers were taken 


from him of ſo great Conſequence, as bowever 


trifling they may ſcem to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
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them, be would not have parted with for 20000, 
For which Reaſon he now ſecures his Papers of 
Importance in a long Pocket near his Skin, and 
within the Lining of his Breeches, This new in- 
vented Method has been never ſuſpected, and 
hence he has eſcaped many other Attacks. I 
would alſo recommend it againſt an Execution. 
Tze Severities no Eng//hman before ever ſuf- 
fered are Impeachments againſt the Courts of Ju- 
dicature. I would defire to know if our Judges 
are now more /zvere, than were ever known in 
England, I believe not; but this I know, Mr. 
Buage!! has within theſe Ten Years been involved 
in as many Law-Suits, Informations on the Crown 
$:4e, Civil Adlions, and Suits in Equity, as any 
Man in England. It is therefore no Wonder, that 
a Gentleman ſo much concerned in all the Courts, 
ſhould be liable to very ſevere Conſequences, 
And this may be truly obſerved of Mr, Budgell, 
that there never was one Law-Suit in Law or -. 
quite, which he did not protract and litigate as 
long as ever he could by all poſſible Means, 
Nay, I have ſcen on an Information againſt him 
for .ibeling, all the Gentlemen of the long Robe 
ſtand aſhained that the Matter was not made up; 
and tne only Reply that was made was this, that 
the Proſecutor was ready to accept any reaſona- 
ble Satisfaction, that he waited only for common 
Ackncoweledement, and that it lay entirely on Mr. 
Budgell. Nor was this once contradifted. 
This rop muſt be ſaid, that more extraordina- 
ry Incidents happened in Mr. Budgell's Cauſes, 
than are uſyally — in any. Very exeraordt- 


nary, elaborate and eloquent Obſervations, writ by 
God knows whom, and ſent by Penny Poſt te 
prepoſſeſs the Learned Judges in Opinion, 

I ſhall only add, that if Mr. Budgell would ha 


been as induſtrious to have kept out of _ b 
cho 
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thoſe Courts, as he was to ſhew his Parts upon 
thoſe Occaſions, he would not now have com- 
lained of any ſuch terrifying Severities. 3 
Mr. Budgell makes a very extraordinary Re- 
queſt to the Craft/man, that if he (Mr. B.) ſhould 
happen to die by any Accident, Mr. D'. Anvers 
will do him the Taſtice to believe ſome curious 
Memoirs which are to be left in the Hands of a 
Friend. f 
Is this, Sir, the Proof you intend to make of 
the Charge againſt Sir R. #/? You are fit for 
clean Straw, and a dark Room indeed, if you 
think the World will believe thoſe Things when 
you are dead, which you could not prove when -- 
alive. | 
I ſuppoſe you will then give us a full and true 
Account how Sir K. V. intended to murder 
ou. | 
F Sir, you have brought this Charge againſt the 
moſt improper Party in the World, Could you 
make no better Choice of à Perſon to accuſe 
with ſuch terrible Deſigns? Why he never ſwore 
once in his Life 2 purſue any Man to Deſtruftion, 
There is another Charge yau have brought a- 


2 him in Fog's Journal of May 23. That he 


ſtopt a Rent due from the King for a Road 
that lies through your Lands. 

Mr. Budgell, Sir R. V. cannot give the King's 
Money without the King's Warrant : You ſhould 
apply for that to his Majeſty. But there are two 

hings to be conſider'd, your Title to thoſe Lands, 
and the Right of thoſe Lands to that Rent, Now 
when both theſe Points are ſo very doubtful at 
Lows =o Board of Treaſury will pay your De- 
man 

There is one Thing I muſt not omit, Mr. Budg- 
ell's Compliments to the Committee of Enquiry in- 


to the G40“, I commend them ag heartily as he 


does 
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does; but fince, he ſeems to think the noble 
Warmth and Zeal of ſome of them was artful] 
miſled into ſome Proceedings, to the Diſcredit 
of their Enquiries. I know not whoſe Art was 
employ'd ; t this I know, and am well aſſur'd, 
that Sir R. V. againſt whom this is levell'd, gave 
no Encouragement to any ſuch Proceedings, and 
was greatly concern'd at the Meaſures that ſome 
Perſons purſued z which as he could not regu- 
larly prevent, ſo he very juſtly did his Part to 
defeat them, by bringing them into open Light, 
and under full Examination. 

The Caſe of Sir R. V. and the L. C. J. Eyre, 
are too much alike in the Nature of the Slanders 
inſt them, which are equally malicious, ſcan» 
, falſe, and utterly groundleſs ; as alſo their 
Adver/aries and Accuſers being befere-hand in 
Gaal, incur no Hazard by a wicked Conſpiracy, 
to vilify, aſperſe, and defame their reſpective Re- 
putations. | : 
In other Places you challenge Sir &. V. to 
prove his Loyalty greater than yours, How do 
you prove the Point on your Side? By your 

oem to the King on his Journey to Cambridge 
and New-Market, with your Dedication of that 
Poem to the Queen? I muſt own I am exceed- 
ingly tender of any Thing done with a View to 
the Honour of their Majelties, whom I reverence 
on all Occaſions, as well becomes my Duty to 
their Royal Perſons : But ſince ſo much Noiſe is 
made aboutthis Poem, I will venture to. peak of it. 

There is one Paſſage in it which entitled it to 
all the handſome Things Mr. D' Anvers has ſaid 
in its Praiſe. - | 8 

There ought to be no other Favourites in a Court 
than the King Favourite to the Queen, and the 
Queen Favourite to be King. | 


For 
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For God's Sake, is there any Diviſion between 
theſe Royal Perſonages, that we have this Maxith 
reviv d? Who divides the King's Favour with 
the Queen? Or who interferes with his Moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty, in the Right which he has to the 
Affections of that Auguſt Princeſs ? 
I think that Paſſage in the Dedication muſt be 
introduc'd with no Meaning, or with one that is a 
voy high and heinous Reflection upon Majeſty. 
es, the Craftſman will ſuggeſt it ſtrikes at a 
Favourite Miniſter, No, furely ; Mr. Budgell could 
never have the high Preſumption to inſinuate, 
that any Miniſter whatever has rivall'd either of 
their Majeſties, in Favour one with the other; 
and what then could he mean by this Expreſſion, 
there ſhould be no Favourite in a Court but the 
King and Queen, reciprocally to each other. Iſabella 
of Caſtile had been often over-ruled by the Mini- 
ons of her Huſband Ferdinand the Catholick, or 
ſhe could not have inculcated that Sentiment wi 
either Wit or Reaſon. For Princes muſt natural- 
ly favour thoſe Miniſters whom they approve and 
eſteem as juſt and faithful Servants, nor can any 
one cenſure that Favour, if it is not derogatory to 
the Rights of either Partner in the Throne, 
In the next Place Mr. D'. Anvers moſt learnedly 
obſerves, he praiſes her Majeſty, not for bei 
a Queen, but for being a good Queen. This too is a 
moſt rare and ſingular Merit in Panegyrick. There 
never was ſuch * oy among — as 75 
praiſe a Queen profeſſedly for being a Queen. . 
udgell — have been below the meaneſt De- 
gree of human Underſtanding, if he had attempr- 
ed to addreſs a Princeſs, eſpecially a Queen w 
has Knowledge in Letters, with ſuch weak and 
wretched Adulation, f 


But 
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with, was his incomparable Tranſition from New 


[Market to Avdenard. Let us then accompany 


our Bard in this Flight, and when he terriſies us 
with this Battle, what does he do? Why, like Mr. 
Bays, nothing at all. I ſay it again, 2 at all, 
for he only compliments a Horſe. His Majeſty, 
it ſeems, was prodigal of Life, his Valpur was raſh, 
and all that: But Egad the Horſe was the Hero of 
the Poem, and all tbe Species, ſays the well turned 
Panegyrick, had greater Reaſon to be proud of the 
Glory of this Beaſt, than of their own diſtinguiſhed 
Honour, that the King was preſent at their Races. 
And what was the uncommon Felicity of th 
Horſe? Why, he was by Accident ſhot under his 
Majeſty, and in Battle, mightily pleaſed to die in 
the Room of his Royal Maſter. And thus a ran» 
dom Bullet immortaliz'd a Horſe. | 
. I beg Leave to aſk whether theſe were the 
Lines which Mr, Budgell thinks and ſtyles not un- 
acceplable to the greateſt Prince upon Earth ? | 
I have thats ſpent ſo much Time in this 
Letter, that I ſhall not much longer engage you, 
Mr. Budgell, on any Thing which muſt be unea- 
ſy to you; eſpecially ſo tender a Point as this Po- 
em, which I perceive nearly touches you. | 
But ſince the crying Sin againſt you has been 
the Imputation of ſome Diſorder of Mind, to re- 
move the Complaint, I muſt offer my humble 
Conjectures in Proof, that you really are ſo. 
_ Firſt, The Judgment of your Friend the 
Craftſman is againſt you, who was of Opinion, that 
Imputations of Lunacy could give you no Uneaſineſs, 
unleſi you are reaily as mad as the Authors of ſuch 
Reports are, in his Judgment mean and inſa- 
mon, 
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Be it ſo then; for it is plain you have been 
% 


very wneaſy on this Account, and therefore Mr, 
D Anvers has nounced you fit for Bedlam. 

Secondly, Mr. Addiſon and the Speftator have 
made you mad ; near Fifty Times within theſe 2c 
Years have you claimed your Alliance to them 
in Print, and you never mention them but in a 
Raving Fit. 

Thirdly, You muſt be mad and diſtraced, be- 
cauſe you have aſſerted in the Daily Papers, that 
this very Pamphlet under our View, your Letter 


o the Craftſman, is writ in ſo gentze! and modo a 


: 
! 


Manner, that the World are convinced, you are 
ſo far from being diſordered in your Senſes, that 
you have as good Senſe as moſt in the Nation. 
Such Proofs as theſe would even ſatisfy a Ju- 
ry, if they were impannelled on a Commiſſion of 


Enquiry, 

And after this Conviction Mr. Bude! ſhall 
continue in Peace for me. I have nothing further 
to ſay againſt him, nor any Complaint to ad- 
vance, nor any Calumny to refute: For as Mr. 
POPE moſt judicioully obſerves, Mid wage 
War with Bedlam and the Fleet. 

On my Part I decline the unequal Strife, and 
am, Ec. 


R. M. 


Loudon, May 18, 
1730. 
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COS CROCHET 
POSTSCRIPT. 


Mr. BuDGELL, 


I AM very ſenſible how little Notice your 
- Poſtſcript may deſerve, which was only in- 
tended to catch the Eyes, and raiſe the Expecta- 
tions of the Publick, without the leaſt Deſign to 
inform them of any Thing material. 

Nor am I concerned at all your elaborate Proofs 
that you you are no Iriſhman, becauſe if your Ex- 
traction or Education bears any Relation to Mo- 


. deſty, undoubtedly you have done ſo great Ser- 


vice to that Kingdom in this Poſtſcript, that I 
envy none done to your ſelf; and the Gentle- 
men of Ireland are proud to be acquitted of any 
Alliance to you, which perhaps might have 
ſtrengthened thoſe National Reflections that have 
ſo unjuſtly obtained. 

Neither does the Pomp of your Pedigree or 
Preferments, ſet forth with ſuch Pride in your 
Poſtſcript, affect me in Defence of Sir R. V. for 
if you have been wicked, malicious or unjuſt in 
your Conduct to that Honourable Perſon, you 
highly diſgrace an ingenuous Parentage, and little 
delerve an Employment of Importance. 

But ſince you mention your Attachments to 
this Great Man, whilſt in Oppoſition to the Earl 
of Sunderland's Miniſtry, by which you highly diſ- 
obliged that noble Lord, and another Perſon for 
whom you had the utmoſt Eſteem, meaning, I 
ſuppoſe, Mr. Addiſon; I am concerned in this, 
and ſhall conſider ir, 


Did 
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Did you, Mr. Budgell adhere to Sir R. W's 
Meaſures againſt Lord Sunderland's Miniſtry, 
from the Motives of Juſtice to your Country, or 
from any Partiality in Favour of the Honaurable 
Perſon? 

If on the Principle of Publick Spirit you join'd 
Sir R. V. he is no more obliged to you, than to 
every one who then was diſſatisfied with the ſtand- 
ing Adminiſtration, 

And whether he could poſſibly reward or pro- 
vide for every Gentleman who declared himſelf 
againſt that Great Miniſter, I will leave even you 
to determine. 

I perceive you entirely concur with the Mea- 
ſures of ſome preſent wortby Patriots againſt Sir 
R. V. yet I do not know whether theſe Gentle» 
men will hold themſelves obliged, or be judged 
under any Obligations to anſwer your Demands 
on this Account, if ever they come into Power, 

It ever was my Opinion, that whatever Fa- 
vours a Man has laid Claim to, yet to harangue 
in publick Places, and arraign a Miniſter per/on- 
ally and abuſively in every Cottee-Houſe for Four 
or Five Years together, muſt cancel the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations; and it is an Effect of ſome ſtrange 
Phrenzy to imagine otherwiſe, 


R. M. 


* 


London, June 5, 
1730. 


